Minutes - Board of Town Trustees

Ilinois Office Supply » Ottawa, I 430

STATE OF ILLINOIS,

Macon County, ss.

Town of Long Creek

office of the Town Clerk at

2610 Sfalem School Road B September 23

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met a2t5the
, 20

PRESENT:

Kevin Greenfield Supervisor
April Kostenski Town Clerk

Cheryl Horne Town Trustee

Melvin Fortner Town Trustee

Karen Kelly Town Trustee

Erin Valentine Town Trustee

M_r.  Kevin Greenfield

acting as chairperson and___April Kostenski

as clerk. - The following official business was transacted:

GUESTS PRESENT: Highway Commissioner Joe Jackson, Water Superintendent Brad
Paslay, Cemetery Board President Cheryl Smith, Michael Zimmerman, Amy Stone,
Sean Stone, Kerrick Sprague, Kenny Burus, Gage, Ella, Kayla Ella, Jerry Stucky, Dep.
Shane Beck, Sheila Jesek-Hale, David Burkham, Brook Ballard, Ashley

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 5:00 P.M. by Supervisor Greenfield. Mr.
Greenfield led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Clerk Kostenski

called the roll which showed the following:

Cheryl Horne P
Karen Kelly P
Erin Valentine P
Melvin Fortner P
Kevin Greenfield P
SHOWED ALL PRESENT.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION: Melvin Fortner, 2" Cheryl Horne to Approve Minutes of August 26,

25 Board Meeting as submitted.

MOTION CARRIED. Minutes Approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR'S REPORT:

* Acceptance of Long Creek Township Water Rates - Motion by Erin
Valentine, 2nd by Melvin Fortner to increase Long Creek Township
water rates 3% each year for the next 3 years effective October 1,

2025,

¢ Acceptance of the Dalton City Agreement - Motion by Cheryl Horne,
2nd by Melvin Fortner to increase water rates for the Village of Dalton
City by 13¢ effective October 15, 2025 and 3% for the next 2 years.

e Adopt Resolution #25-9-3 to authorize bond redemption and
payoff - Motion by Melvin Fortner, 2nd Erin Valentine to redeem the
Bonds of General Obligation Refunding Bonds Series 2015 for early
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maturity date of December 1, 2025. The payoff amount is $445,085.00
including principal, interest, and a redemption fee set by The Bank of
New York Mellon Trust Company, N.A,

¢ Appointment of Cemetery Trustee 6-year term- Arlm Watson -
Motion by Karen Kelly, 2nd Cheryl Horne.

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER Report: Commissioner Joe Jackson said they have
tied up summer |loose ends. He is going to be working on some drainage work with
the water department. He had to shut down the burn pile due to the fire band in
the county.

CEMETERY TRUSTEE REPORT: Please see written Report at end of Minutes.
Cemetery meeting will be October 15, 2025 at 8:30 a.m.

WATER DEPARTMENT REPORT: - See written report at end of minutes.

TOWN CLERK REPORT: - April Kostenski, Town Clerk see written rebort at end of
minutes.

SENIOR CITIZENS REPORT: Karen Kelly Senior Citizens Report. See written
reports at the end of Minutes.

OTHER: NONE

BILLS:

TOWN FUND: $16,099.85
MOTION: Karen Kelly, 2™ Erin Valentine to Approve.
Roll Call:

Cheryl Horne Y
Karen Kelly Y
Erin Valentine Y
Melvin Fortner Y
Kevin Greenfield Y
MOTION CARRIED.

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: $31,363.00
MOTION: Karen Kelly, 2" Melvin Fortner to approve by previous Roll Cali Vote.
MOTION CARRIED.

ROAD & BRIDGE BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND: $1,715.74

MOTION: Karen Kelly, 2" Melvin Fortner to approve by previous Roll Call Vote.
MOTION CARRIED.

CEMETERY FUND: $8,788.84

MOTION: Cheryl Horne, 2™ Erin Valentine to Approve by previous Roll Call Vote.
MOTION CARRIED.

WATER O & M: $153,290.96

Page 2 of 3



MOTION: Karen Kelly, 2" Melvin Fortner to Approve by previous Roll Call Vote.
MOTION CARRIED.

PAYROLL CLEARING FUND: $66,678.64
MOTION: Melvin Fortner, 2" Erin Valentine to Approve by previous Roll call
vote, MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION: Karen Kelly, 2nd Erin Valentine to Pay Operating Bills for next Month.
MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS: Discuss/No Action Long Creek Ambulance Service

Attorney Jerry Stocks made a few remarks to the board regarding the Long Creek
Ambulance Service. He stated on September 8, 2025 the Long Creek Ambulance
Service was terminated by the Fire Protection District Board effective September 9,
2025. He said that many people learned the night of that meeting that the Long
Creek Township Board is the board that appoints the members to the Fire
Protection District Board. Going back to December 2024 the Long Creek Township
Board expressed concerns to the then sitting trustees of the Fire Protection District
Board to not get engaged in the ambulance business. The concerns at the time
were the fiscal sustainability and the economic stress it would potentially put on the
fire protection services. Mr. Stocks also explained that in the 2024 budget for the
Fire Protection District there was no mention of the ambulance service. When the
2025 budget passed there was great detail in specifying their expenditures.
However, after looking at the numbers there was a $552,000 levy for the corporate
funding and approximately $1,400,000 of operating expenses. This did not include
capital debt, liability insurance, equipment lease, maintenance, fuel, medical
supplies or workers compensation. The hope of the Fire Protection District Board
was that their fee for service would cover that gap. Their average monthly fee for
service income is $40,000-$45,000, last month reaching $47,000. Still without a new
revenue source, the gap is too large and would eventually strip the ability to
continue the fire protection services at the level it needs to be. He does not feel
that this is the strategy that the current Fire Protection District Board wants to
pursue. Sheila Jesek-Hale, who attended the meeting, stated she does not want to
see the ambulance service go away and would be willing to help write grants to the
State of Illinois for rural healthcare. Mr. Greenfield said that might be a viable
option and other avenues are being pursued but could not go into greater detail at
this time.

ADJOURNMENT: MOTION: Cheryl Horne, 2™ Erin Valentine to adjourn
meeting. MOTION CARRIED. Meeting Adjourned at 5:40 p.m.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted
fﬁﬁostenski
Township Clerk
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April Kostenski Town Clerk

Long Creek Township

2610 Salem School Rd.

Decatur, IL 62521

Town Clerk Report - September 23, 2025

Received approval éf the August Highway Commissioners Report by Highway Commissioner
Jackson and forwarded to the Macon County Engineer.

Gave written notice fo the Macon County Clerk that the Long Creek Townships Annual
Treasurer's Report would not be filed before the deadline of September 30, 2025. The
accountant has asked for a 2-month extension with the State of illincis to complete the
2024-2025 audit.
Received emailed FOIA request for all communications sent or received on personal phones,
email accounts or other personal devices and closed session minutes regarding the Long Creek
Fire Department. A response was emailed back.

jzjted normal clerk duties for the month.
April Kostenski

Town Clerk

September 23, 2025 Cemetery report

We want to Thank Brad for taking care of Florey cemetery.

The two boys have gone back to school. Now we have 2
working at the cemeteries.

Arlin Watson was voted in for our next trustee. April and
Arlin will have to get together so he can be sworn in.

Everyone has the bill list. Any questions?

Joanna does a great job. Laura is doing a great job also.

Next meeting will be October 15, 2025 at 8:30.
(Aoi b 2 it

Cheryl A. Smith
Cemetery President



Long Creek Township
Water Department Report

September 23", 2025

> We have been clearing some of the trees and brush on the 2 acres across from the

water treatment plant in hopes of finding a suitable location for an additional well.

For the month of August, we pumped 16,636,100 finished gallons with an average daily
usage of 536,648 gallons and a maximum of 661,100 gallons.

3

Submitted by,

Water Superintendent

Senior Citizens Report- September 2025

Our Senior Potlucks resume Thursday, Oct. 9 at noon, when we will play
bingo with Laura Cullison from Evergreen Senior Living. Bingo is also on
the agenda for Nov. 13 with Chad Sparks from Calvert and Wikoff Funeral
Homes. On Dec. 11, we will have a Christmas singalong and we provide the
lunch. Spread the word that all Long Creek seniors are welcome to attend!
Potlucks are in the Community Center here. The township provides fried
chicken, and seniors are asked to bring a dish to share (with the exception of
the December potluck provided by the township). Meal begins at 12, with
the program usually over by 1 p.m. There’s no need to RSVP. If anyone has
suggestions for informative programs, let us know.

Account balance is $921.57.

Karen Kelly, Promotions Director




